Variables that predict interest in and the completion of living wills.
Observes that although chaplains and congregational pastors frequently advocate the completion of advance directives, including living wills, the research reports that only 5 to 15% of the general population have completed the instrument. Asks, Why have so few completed it? Reports on research which suggests that age is the only statistical predictor of whether a person possesses a completed living will when measured against social and personality variables, including levels of social support, fear of dying, religiousity, self-esteem, and trust in physicians. Concludes that it is likely that age is a proxy variable which represents changes in attitudes, beliefs, and thoughts which tend to occur as persons grow older.